1. Introduction. - The focus of this paper is to examine the relative merits of various devices capable of producing power in the 10 and 20 kWe range for remote regions all over the world. Factors such as reliability, maintenance, and comparative costs are used to help determine precisely which devices would be of the most value under various conditions. These conditions would include availability and distances from supplies of conventional fuels, local technical expertise, climate, power needs, and alternatives available. All financial comparisons take into account the time value of money, a common business technique described briefly in this paper. This information is intended to clarify the market, specifically for small power stations in Lesser Developed Countries figure 1 which is taken from a recent JPL study [2] . This Table II shows this more clearly. A similar analysis can be made for 10 kW systems.
These and other more detailed assessments can be found in reference [3] . One than 1 300 miles is required. Similarly figure 5 indicates that even at distances as short as 500 miles solar thermal electric is best. Various scenarios involving fuel transport were also considered simply as working examples. More work needs to be done to determine real situations more precisely, but the following order of preference is obtained from the analysis above for typical possibilities (Table IV) . 
